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U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL 

 
Marseille, France 

 
CONSULAR DISTRICT 
 
The Marseille Consular District includes the following departments: Ariège - Foix (09), Aude -
Carcassone, Narbonne (11), Aveyron - Rodez (12), Bouches-du-Rhône-Aix en Provence, Puyricard, 
Marseille (13), Corse du Sud - Ajaccio (20), Haute-Corse - Bastia (20), Gard - Nimes (30), Gers -  Auch 
(32), Hautes-Pyrénées - Tarbes (65), Hérault - Montpellier (34), Lot - Cahors (46), Lozère - Mende (48), 
Pyrénées-Orientales - Perpignan (66), Tarn - Albi (81), Var – Toulon  (83), Vaucluse - Avignon (84). 
 
For the Department of Alpes-Maritimes and for the Principality of Monaco, please consult the list of the 
American Consular Agency in Nice at: http://france.usembassy.gov/mars-amcit.html 
 
Definition:  
 
AVOCATS An avocat must be a lawyer or attorney. Avocats may render legal advice on all matters, draft 
agreements and contracts, handle commercial disputes and collection cases, and plead and defend civil and 
criminal cases before the French courts to which they are admitted.  
 
NOTARIES (notaires) A French notaire is a public official appointed by the Ministry of Justice, and not the 
equivalent of a notary public in the United States. The number of notaires in each jurisdiction is limited, and 
their fees fixed by law. Their functions include the preparation and recording of notarial acts (wills, deeds, 
acts of incorporation, marriage contracts, etc.,) the administration and settlements of estates (excluding 
litigation in court) and serving as the repository of wills. They are not lawyers, but very specialized members 
of the legal profession. They may not plead in court. 
 
Credit Reports. Credit reports can be obtained through Dunn and Bradstreet, 17, avenue de Choisy, 75013 
Paris, or through major banks represented in Paris. These include the Bank of America, Chase Manhattan, First 
National City Bank of New York (Citibank) and Morgan Guaranty Trust.  
 
Collection Agencies. Not all attorneys accept collection cases. A list of collection agencies is available from 
the Embassy's Commercial Affairs Section.  
 
Service of Legal Process and Taking of Evidence. Information sheets on these judicial assistance matters 
are available from the Embassy's American Citizen Services unit. 
 

RETAINING AN ATTORNEY ABROAD  
The following guidelines may be helpful to you in retaining the services of an attorney abroad to protect your 
interest.  

I. Selecting an Attorney  
It is wise to contact several attorneys, briefly describing the nature of the services you desire. Before deciding 
which attorney to employ, ask for a written schedule of fees generally charged for the services you need. Be 
sure to ask whether the attorney is fluent in English. Do not turn over documents or funds until you are certain 
that the attorney fully under-stands your legal needs and is willing to hand handle your case.  
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II. Barristers and Solicitors  
In some foreign cities, districts, or provinces it may be necessary to retain the services of both a solicitor and a 
barrister. In such jurisdictions, barristers are allowed to appear in court, including trial courts and higher courts 
of appeal or other courts. Solicitors are allowed to advise clients and sometimes represent them in the lower 
courts. They may also prepare cases for barristers to try in the higher courts.  
 
III. Notaries Public, Notaries and Huissiers:  
 
In some foreign countries, notaries public, notaries and huissiers can perform many of the functions performed 
by attorneys in the United States. Foreign notaries frequently draft instruments, wills and conveyances. In 
some countries a notary is a public official, appointed by the Ministry of Justice, whose functions include not 
only the preparation of documents, but the administration and settlement of estates. Such notaries serve as 
repositories for wills and are empowered to serve legal documents. In some countries the huissiers serve 
documents. They are not lawyers but are very specialized members of the legal profession. They may not plead 
cases in court.  
 
IV. Assistance of the U.S. Embassy or Consulate  
Should your communication with a foreign attorney prove unsatisfactory, a U.S. consular officer may, if 
appropriate, communicate with the attorney on your behalf. In addition, complaints against foreign 
attorneys whose names appear on the list can result in the removal of their names from the list.  
 
V. Coordination with Counsel in the United States  
American attorneys may not be in a position to represent your interests abroad, particularly because they 
will not be permitted to participate in foreign court proceedings under the laws of the foreign country. 
American attorneys experienced in international procedure may be helpful in explaining the complex 
international issues involved in your case and some may have associates or partners abroad to whom they 
can refer you. 3  
 
Legal Aid Associations  
There may be facilities in the foreign country for low cost or free legal services. If the information about such 
assistance is not included in the list of attorneys, ask the local bar association or the Ministry of Justice about 
the availability of legal aid.  
 
• How to Deal With Your Foreign Attorney  
 
• Find out the attorney’s qualifications and experience.  
 
• Find out how the attorney plans to represent you. Ask specific questions and expect the attorney to explain 
the legal process in the country concerned, as well as the legal activities planned on your behalf, in language 
that you can understand. Have your attorney analyze your case, giving you the positive and negative aspects 
and probable outcome. Be honest with your attorney. Tell the attorney every relevant fact in order to get the 
best representation of your interests. Do not fail to ask how much time the attorney anticipates the case may 
take to complete.  
 
• Find out what fees the attorney, notaire or huissier charge and what fees are expected. Notaires and huissiers 
are usually government officials who must charge fees established by their governments. Some attorneys 
expect payment in advance; some demand payment after each action taken, refusing to proceed until they are 
paid. Others may take the case on a percentage basis, collecting a pre-arranged percentage of the monies 
awarded by a foreign court.  
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• Ask that your attorney keep you advised of the progress of your case according to a pre-established schedule. 
Remember your responsibility to keep your attorney informed of any new developments in your case. Request 
copies of all letters and documents prepared on your behalf.  
 
• Do not expect your attorney to give a simple answer to a complex legal problem.  
Be sure you understand the technical language contained in any contract or other  
legal document prepared by your attorney.  
 
NOTE: In some countries the court recess for a period of several months during the summer. In addition, even 
if the case is resolved, currency control laws are often complex and may delay the transfer of funds awarded to 
you from the foreign country for an indefinite time.  
Assistance of the Department of State: If you have additional questions, contact the appropriate division of the 
Office of Citizen Services, Room 4817, Department of State, Washington, D.C. 20520  
Europe and Canada Division, (202) 647-3445  
Inter-American Division, (202) 647-3712 East Asia and Pacific Division, (202) 67-3675  
African Division, (202) 647-4994; Near East and South Asia Division, (202) 647-3926  

Complaints Against Foreign Attorneys  
If the service of your foreign attorney proves unsatisfactory, in addition to notifying the Department of State 
and the U.S. embassy or consulate abroad, you may address your complaints to the local foreign bar 
association. 

 
THE LIST OF ATTORNEYS 
 
The following individuals and firms have informed the Consulate General that they are qualified to 
adjudicate law in the categories specified, and that they are sufficiently competent in the English 
language to provide services to English-speaking clients.  The American Consulate General in 
Marseille assumes no responsibility for the professional ability or 
integrity of the individuals or firms listed herein.  The Consulate General has neither the authority nor 
the facility to act as a bar association grievance committee.  If you encounter unsatisfactory services by 
parties listed, however, set forth the circumstances in writing and the complaint will be noted in our 
files. 
 
 
THIS LIST IS RELEASED ON THE CONDITION THAT IT WILL NOT BE PUBLISHED OR 
REPRODUCED.   French law prohibits members of the legal profession in France from advertising 
their services.  Publication of the names of attorneys with data on their professional qualifications would 
be a violation of this law. 
 
 
DEPARTMENT OF ARIEGE 
 
Luc GOGUYERLALANDE       Tel: 05 61 65 17 15 
7, Rue des chapeliers        Fax: 05 61 02 68 03  
09000 FOIX  
Mr. Viala was born in Foix, Ariege, October 25, 1943. 
Education: Doctor of Laws. General and commercial law.  Is interested in the collection of commercial 
accounts & settlement of estates. 
Corresponds in French, English, and Portuguese.  
General practice. 
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DEPARTMENT OF AUDE  
(Carcassone, Narbonne) 
 
Isabelle FORNAIRON        Tel: 04 68 65 57 00 
7, place des Jacobins        Fax: 04 68 65 15 58 
11100 Narbonne 
 
DEPARTMENT OF AVEYRON 
 
Jean-Pierre LE DOUCEN        Tel: 05 65 67 44 55 
6, Place de la cite         Fax: 05 65 67 07 07 
BP 529 
12005 RODEZ 
Born in Toulon, Var, on May 18, 1941. 
Education: Doctor of Laws & Political Sciences.  Handles civil, criminal and commercial cases.  Is 
interested in the settlement of estates. Corresponds in French & English.  
 
DEPARTMENT OF BOUCHES-DU-RHONE 
(Aix-en-Provence/Puyricard) 
 
Nancy Lane KAPLAN  (American)      Cell : 06 13 79 79 97 
15, avenue Victor Hugo         Fax: 04 42 93 01 32 
13100 Aix-en-Provence 
Email: nancylanekaplan@wanadoo.fr 
Born at New York City on December 5, 1950 
Yeshiva University, New York City, Juris Doctor, 1982 
Member of the State bar of New York and Paris bar. 
Former associate Coudert Freres, Paris (5 years) 
Specialty: General practice, real estate transactions, tax & estate planning for expatriates, certificats de 
coutume. Languages: English, French.  Can correspond in both languages 
 
CABINET KEELAGHAN       Tel: 04 42 93 20 54 
Les Terrasses de Sextius       Fax: 04 42 27 85 99 
555 avenue Mozart 
13100 Aix-en-Provence 
Email: tk@cabinetkeel.com 
American attorney in France, member: Aix en Provence Bar Association, California Bar Association. 
Graduated from the Universtiy of San Francisco School of Law, 1982. 
Specialty:  International business and Intellectual Property 
Languages: English, French.  Can correspond in both. 
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Ronald P SOKOL (American)       Tel: 04 42 92 08 20 
14 rue Principale        Fax: 04 42 92 14 51 
13540 Puyricard 
Email: rsokol@lexhelp.com 
Website: www.lexhelp.com 
Born in Milwaukee, State of Wisconsin on March 23, 1939. 
University of Virginia: LL.M 1963. 
Member of Bar of the State of Wisconsin, admitted 1962.  
University of Virginia: Juris Doctor, 1962. 
Specialty:  Business counseling, litigation, divorce and family law. 
Does not wish to deal with Patent cases, banking, aviation law, maritime law and Eurobonds. 
Languages spoken: English, French, Japanese.  
Can correspond in English and French. 
 
 MARSEILLE 
 
Jose F ALLEGRINI        Tel.: 04 96 11 21 51 
26, rue Grignan         Fax: 04 91 33 68 73 
13006 Marseille 
Email: jfallergrini@avocat-consulting.fr 
Born at Bastia, Corse, France, on June 15, 1948 
Graduated from the University of Aix/Marseille in 1972 
Specialty:  Commercial law, divorces, estates and criminal law. 
Does not wish to deal with Labor Law cases. 
Languages spoken: Italian.  Some English. Can correspond in English and Italian. 
 
Sophie BOTTAI        Tel: 04 91 53 99 18 
2, rue Edouard Delanglade       Fax: 04 91 53 99 71 
13006 Marseille 
Born at Marseille, France, on May 12, 1952 
Graduated from the University of Aix/Marseille in 1974.   
Specialty: Criminal law 
Languages spoken: English, Russian.  Can correspond in English. 

 
Gilbert CHELLY        Tel: 04 91 37 01 01 
43 Cours Pierre Puget        Fax: 04 91 37 02 02  
13006 Marseille         Fax: 04 91 54 71 33 
(ATTN : Maître Chelly) 
Born at Tunis, Tunisia, on February 26, 1950. 
Graduated from University of Aix/Marseille in 1974.  DESS of Business Law and Taxes. 
Specialty:  General practice, but specializes in divorce cases, casualty, debt collection, tax, medical 
cases.Languages spoken: English.  Can correspond in English. 
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William Gerald ELLIS        Tel: 04 96 10 01 10 
27, Cours Pierre Puget        Fax: 04 96 10 01 11 
13006 Marseille 
Email: elliswga@aol.com 
Born at Marseille, France, on September 14, 1946. 
Former exchange student of Roosevelt High School, Seattle, WA. 
Graduated from the University of Aix/Marseille in 1972. 
Specialty:  Business law, maritime law, international law. 
Languages spoken: English.  Can correspond in English. 

 
Jean-Pierre GASNIER       Tel: 04 96 20 60 70 
64, rue Montgrand        Fax: 04 91 83 05 64 
13006 Marseille 
Email: jp.gasnier@aelegis.com 
Avocat.  Member of the I.B.A. (International Bar Association), in regular contact with members of both 
the British and American legal profession. 
Specialty:  International contract law particularly in the fields of distribution and competition, some 
divorce and employment business. 
Languages:  English, French 
 
William PETERSON (French & American)     Tel:  04 91 53 70 56 
46, rue Saint Jacques        Fax:  04 91 57 03 8 
13006 Marseille 
e-mail: w.peterson@avocatline.com 
 Member of the Marseille and California Bars, Me Peterson has been practicing in France for over 10 
years. He specializes in French and International Business Law and Litigation, including arbitration and 
mediation. As of counsel with a well established local firm (containing a former President & Board 
members of the Bar), where he is responsible for international relations, Me Peterson can also handle most 
French commercial and civil matters, including French litigation (including criminal, construction, real 
estate, family & labour & tax law). Maître Peterson has a master's degree in French Business Law and a 
Juris Doctorate in American law.  He teaches International Business Law at the Institute of Company 
Administration (IAE), is co-founder and Vice President of the Mediterranean American Business Network 
(a French, Anglo-Saxon business club), a Mediator certified with the Chamber of Mediation Inter-
Enterprise of Provence (at the Chamber of Commerce in Marseille), and is a member the Marseille Bar's 
International Commission. 

 
Jean-Claude RICHARD      Tel: 04 91 54 01 23 
14, rue Fortia        Fax: 04 91 33 14 41 
13001 Marseille 
E-mail: jcr-avocat@easyconnect.fr 
Avocat.  1980: Licence en droit avec mention, 1981: Maitrise de droit à l'Université Paris-Nanterre, 
admission au centre de formation professionnelle des avocats, 1982: Certificat d'aptitude à la profession 
d'avocat: CAPA, 1986: Election à la conférence du stage du barreau de Paris, 1998: BEC 3 diploma from 
Cambridge University. 
Languages spoken: English, Spanish, German, Russian 
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Séverine MAS        Tel: 04 91 33 73 42 
18, rue Neuve Sainte-Catherine      Fax: 09 54 71 80 03 
13007 Marseille 
E-mail: smas@euro-counsels.com 
Web: http://www.euro-counsels.com 
Born in Hyeres (Var) in 1972.  Graduated from Paris La Sorbonne University (1994) in International and 
European Law (Master’s equivalent), from DEA Business Law at Paris Dauphine (1996) and DESS 
Information technology law and computer science at Paris Sceaux (1997) (post-graduation degrees.) 
Specialty:  International law (contracts, international private law, commerce), E.U. law (competition), 
patents and trademarks registration (International, European, French), as well as new technology matters 
(E-commerce, Software…).  Member of the Euro-counsels network. 
Languages spoken: English, German, French.  Can correspond in: English, German, and French. 
 
Isabelle TERRIN       Tel: 04 91 54 10 12 
58, rue Paradis        Fax: 04 91 33 69 77 
13006 Marseille 
English-speaking “Intervenant Juridique Avocat” dealing with family and penal law. 
 
Eric WITT        Tel: 04 91 81 43 30 
119, rue Paradis 13006 Marseille     Fax: 04 91 67 30 82                       
E-mail: e.Witt@cabinetwitt.fr 
Born on October 28, 1966.  Juris Doctor from University of N.C. Chapel Hill;  Bachelor of Art from 
University of Michigan Ann Arbor;  Marseille Bar and Connecticut Bar. 
Specialty:  Adoptions, civil damages, contracts, Corporations, Immigration, Marriage/divorce. 
 
DEPARTMENT OF CORSE   (CORSE DU SUD) 
(Ajaccio) 
 
Robert TERRAMORSI      Tel: 04 95 23 12 80 
63 Cours Napoléon       Fax: 04 95 22 53 21 
20000 Ajaccio 
Born on August 6, 1931 at Ajaccio, Corse, France 
Graduated from the University of Aix/Marseille in 1956.  
Diploma in Penal Law. 
Specialty:  General practice. 
Languages spoken: Italian and some English.  
Cannot correspond in these languages. 
 
DEPARTMENT OF CORSE (HAUTE-CORSE) 
(Bastia) 
 
François CHAILLEY-POMPEI      Tel: 04 95 31 57 43 
40 Bd Paoli         Fax: 04 95 32 25 46 
20200 Bastia 
Born on May 10, 1940, Neuilly sur Seine, Hts. de Seine, France. 
Graduated from the University of Paris in 1965.   
Specialty:  General practice. Languages spoken: some English.  Can correspond in English. 
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Pierre Louis MAUREL       Tel: 04 95 31 15 17 
7 Bd Général de Gaulle        Fax: 04 95 32 07 43 
20200 Bastia 
Born on August 16, 1948 in Bastia, Corsica. 
Graduated from the University of Nice in 1972. 
Specialty:  Commercial disputes and casualty cases, public affairs and business law.  
Languages spoken: Italian, some English. Can correspond in both languages 
 
DEPARTMENT OF GARD 

 
Jean-Pierre CABANES       Tel: 04 66 70 90 70 
Kilomètre Delta         Fax: 04 66 70 90 79 
125, avenue Amédée Bolle 
30900 Nimes 
Born at Montpellier, Hérault, France, on May 6, 1949. 
Graduated from the University of Montpellier in 1971 and 1972. 
Specialty:  Divorce, casualty cases and criminal cases, penal and civil law. 
Languages spoken: English and Italian.  Can correspond in English. 

 
Yves BONITZER         Tel: 04 66 52 38 94 
5, rue d'Avejan         Fax: 04 66 52 74 60 
BP 90058 Cédex 
30101 Ales 
E-mail: yves.bonitzer@wanadoo.fr 
Graduated from the University of Paris-Nanterre.  10 years of practice in Paris specializing in international 
and commercial law.  
General practice. 
Languages spoken: English, Spanish (spouse) 
 
Olivier GOUJON        Tel: 04 66 68 03 68 
Parc Kennedy         Fax: 04 66 68 03 69 
285, rue Gilles Roberval 
30900 Nimes 
Born at Nîmes, Gard, France, on March 7, 1960. 
Graduated from the University of Montpellier and later made a special diploma of Formation 
Professionnelle in Paris. 
Specialty:  General practice, but specializes in casualty cases. 
Languages spoken: some English, but has the possibility to have correspondence in English prepared. 
 
Gregory HANSON        Tel: 04 66 28 22 45 
1, rue Général Perrier        Cell: 06 03 48 43 60 
30000 Nimes         Fax: 04 66 28 22 49 
Born on June 9, 1971 in England 
E-mail: hanson_gregory@yahoo.fr 
Business law, family law, property law. 
Languages:  English (mother tongue), French 
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DEPARTMENT OF GERS 

 
Pierre-Jean LAGAILLARDE        Tel: 05 62 05 41 44 
Michel LAGAILLARDE        Fax: 05 62 05 92 90 
12, rue de Lorraine 
32000 Auch 
Handles economic law, social and commercial cases. 
Correspond in English & Spanish.   
 
Dominique MOULETTE               Tel: 05.62.05.00.56 
Jean-Claude VAN HOVE        Fax: 05.62.05.52.63 
SAINT-YGNAN, Louis 
20, Place de l'ancien Foirail  
BP 134 
32003 AUCH Cédex 
Email: Scp.moulette@wanadoo.free 
Handles civil, criminal, and commercial cases. Collection of commercial accounts & settlement of estates.  
Real estate cases. 
Correspond in French, Spanish & German. Some English. 
 
Louis RIO                    Tel: 05 62 05 28 76 
43, rue Gambetta                    Fax: 05 62 05 75 07 
32000 Auch 
Born in Lectoure, Gers, May 18, 1914. 
Education: Doctor of Laws. Handles civil, criminal, medical and aeronautical cases. Is interested in the 
collection of commercial accounts. 
Corresponds in French & Spanish.  Can be assisted in English.   
 
DEPARTMENT OF HAUTES-PYRENEES 

 
Jacques LAVIGNE         Tel: 05.62.34.44.91 
5, rue Maransin          Fax.05 62 93 03 49  
65000 Tarbes 
Education: Doctor of Laws. Handles civil, commercial, & criminal cases. Is interested in the collection of 
commercial accounts & settlement of estates.  
Languages spoken: Spanish and some English.  
 
DEPARTMENT OF HERAULT 

 
Charles-Henri COSTE        Tel: 04 67 04 89 89 
38, rue Pitot          Fax: 04 67 04 12 71 
34000 Montpellier 
Born at Béziers, Hérault, France, on June 9, 1947. 
Graduated from University of Montpellier and 
University of Montreal, Canada, respectively in 1969 and 1970.  
Specialty:  General practice, but specializes in commercial law. 
Languages spoken: English. 
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Jean-Louis RIGAUD  Tel: 04 67 63 62 61  
Place Jacques Mirouze Fax: 04 67 63 62 60  
34000 Montpellier 
Born at Montpellier, Hérault, France, on April 15, 1941 
Graduated from University of Paris in 1963, and the Institute of Political Sciences in Paris. 
Specialty:  General practice.  Does not handle criminal cases. 
Languages spoken: English.  Can correspond in English. 
 
DEPARTMENT OF LOT 

 
J. ALARY, LAGARDE, GAYOT, TABART Tel.: 05 65 35 20 40  
Attorney's Office: Fax: 05 65 22 18 54 
16, Blvd Gambetta  
46000 Cahors 
Email: scp.lagarde-alary@avocat-conseil.fr 
Education: Doctors of Laws.  Handle civil & commercial cases.  Are interested in the settlement of 
estates.  Correspond in French.  Some English. 
 
DEPARTMENT OF LOZERE 

 
Jacques DOMERGUE        Tel: 04 66 65 15 46 
8 Bd. du Soubeyran        Fax: 04 66 49 22 91 
48000 Mende 
Email : domergue.jacques.avocat@wanadoo.fr 
Born at Marvejols, Lozère, France, on September 3, 1956 
Graduated from University of Montpellier in 1979. 
Specialty:  General practice. 
Language spoken: some English.  Can correspond in English. 
 
DEPARTMENT OF PYRENEES-ORIENTALES 

 
Franck MEJEAN        Tel: 04 68 35 18 18 
20, rue Camille Desmoulins       Fax: 04 68 35 13 77 
66000 Perpignan 
Email: scp.mejean@wanadoo.fr 
Born at Perpignan on April 14, 1952 
Graduated form the University of Montpellier in 1978   
Specialty:  Penal cases, commercial cases, divorces and child custody 
Languages spoken: English, Spanish.Can correspond in both. 

 
DEPARTMENT OF TARN 

 
Philippe BONNECARRERE       Tel: 05 63 47 97 20 
27, av. Gen. de Gaulle 
81000 Albi 
Born in Toulouse, Haute Garonne, July 12, 1955. 
Education: Doctor of Laws including Private Law,  
Certificate of Criminology, Doctor of Urbanism. Handles civil and commercial cases. Is interested in the 
settlement of estates. Corresponds in French, English, and German. 
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DEPARTMENT OF VAR 

 
Hervé ANDREANI & Frédéric DURAND     Tel: 04 94 65 21 02 
2, avenue du Dr. Perron        Fax: 04 94 35 85 06  
83400 Hyeres 
General Practice, civil and criminal law, certificat de coutume. 
Languages: English 

 
Cabinet Alain LOURTAUT        Tel: 04 94 91 10 20 
Le Grand Hotel         Fax: 04 94 91 84 55 
4, place de la Liberté 
83000 Toulon 
Email: alain.lourtautavocat@wanadoo.fr 

 
Maître Elisabeth Billet-Jaubert       Tel: 04 94 92 52 00  
130 Avenue Meréchal Foch       Fax: 04 94 89 45 71 
83000 Toulon 
General Practice 
Languages spoken: English, Spanish 

 
DEPARTMENT OF VAUCLUSE 
 

Geneviève LLURENS         Tel: 04 90 38 04 62 
92, Chemin les Nevons        Fax: 04 90 38 63 02 
84800 Isle-Sur-Sorgue 
Graduated from the University of Aix-en-Provence 
General practice 
Languages spoken: English 
 
 
 
U.S. Consulate General 
American Citizen Services 
Place Varian Fry 
13006 Marseille 
Tel: 04 91 54 92 00 
Fax: 04 91 55 56 95 
Website: http://france.usembassy.gov/marseille.html 
E-mail: citizeninfo@marseille@state.gov      June 2008 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 


